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It has been another successful and exciting year for aquatics in Somerset.  It is impossible to report 
on every aspect of the great work that goes on within our County on a daily basis, but hopefully my 
report will give you a taste of how the County has fared over the past 12 months. 
 
Another busy year for our affiliated clubs and associations.  The number of clubs and affiliated 
organisations remained at 31.   
 
Membership continues to be a bit of a roller coaster – up one year, down the next.  According to the 
Regional report received from the Region, this year we are on a downward trend, a trend which 
seems to have been common amongst other counties in the South West Region.  However, financial 
figures from Swim England seem to suggest the membership is higher, so it all depends on which 
reporting system you look at. 
 
We continue to have SwimMark accredited networks doing sterling work at TeamBath AS and 
Taunton Deane and the Gloucestershire based network with City of Bristol provides additional 
opportunities for swimmers in the north of our County.  The National Centre for Swimming at Bath 
is currently the home for Somerset swimmers Cameron Kurle, James Guy and Siobhan-Marie 
O’Connor.  
 
We have held successful Championships over the year in synchronised swimming, swimming, open 
water swimming and water polo, and our annual Development Meet gave swimmers the opportunity 
to gain County qualifying times.  The great news this year is that our Masters Secretaries have been 
hard at work and their persistence paid off with the return of the Somerset Masters Championships, 
being run alongside the Gloucester Masters Championships after a two year gap.  More on this 
success from Adele and Philippa later, but our thanks go them for their never give up attitude. 
 
The National County Team Championships in October again provided an exciting event as county 
teams from all over the country descended upon Ponds Forge.  The Somerset team, despite some 
great swims and personal best times, had a slow start but built momentum as the event progressed.  
South West Regional contenders Devon were again a force to be reckoned with eventually finishing 
3rd behind Scotland West with Yorkshire defending their title successfully for the 3rd year in a row.  
Somerset supporters were fully behind the team as they began a comeback having been sitting in 8th 
place at the half way mark.  By the end of the day they finished a very credible 4th with some 
fantastic swims by all members of the team.  Thanks to our Head Coach Chris Alderton (TeamBath 
AS) whose passion and enthusiasm was infectious.  Providing more motivation were our support 
coaches Tracey Varney from Street & District and James Clarke from Millfield.  Everything ran to 
plan thanks to our extremely well organised and very experienced Team Manager Stacey Millett.   
We are delighted to announce that Chris will be continuing as Head Coach this year joined by Kay 
Willcox from Norton Radstock, an appointment made as part of her development as a County Skills 



Coach.  Joining the team this year will be Jeremy and Jo Sell, Team Managers, a role they have 
performed for our County Pathway Programme this year.  A third coach will be provided by 
Millfield as under the Schools Safeguarding Policy a coach from the school has to accompany their 
swimmers. 
 
Somerset were also represented at the ASA Inter-County Masters during November by an 
enthusiastic and passionate team which will be reported on by Adele Parham and Philippa O’Grady 
our Masters Secretaries. 
 
Half way through the Olympic cycle this year saw the European Championships as the major event 
of the year.   Somerset were well represented in swimming at the Junior Europeans with Rachel 
Anderson, Lilly Booker and Jakob Goodman from Millfield , Jacob Greenow (Bath University) and 
Laura McNab (TeamBath AS).  Strong performances by all give confidence for future success as 
they progress to the senior level. 
 
James Guy had a great Europeans with 3 golds in the Mens 4 x 200m Freestyle Relay, Mens 4 x 
100m Medley Relay and the 4 x 100m Mixed Medley Relay and an individual bronze in the 100m 
Butterfly.  Siobhan O’Connor had a strong European Championships following a period of illness 
which saw her just miss out on a medal in the 200IM by 0.02 seconds. Other Bath National Centre 
swimmers representing GB included Millfield’s Cameron Kurle and Brodie Williams.  
 
The development of Artistic Swimming in the County continues and it was a delight to see Ilaria 
Brandimarte, our Young Volunteer of the Year last year from TeamBath Synchro Club, making her 
British debut at the European Championships in the team free routine. 
 
Our County Swimming Championships remained long course this year, with the addition of finals 
being run in the same sessions as heats, to give our athletes experience of this process.  This worked 
very well under the guidance of our brilliant Competition Secretary Kelly Podbury who will report 
later on the facts and figures.  Kelly has taken feedback and as always will be consulting as to any 
amendments to the programme that could be made to ensure that we are offering the best opportunity 
at this level.  As always we are extremely grateful for our partnership with Millfield School which is 
of great financial benefit to both our Association and the school.  Also contributing to the success 
and smooth running of the event were the many volunteers who stepped up from clubs all over the 
County and this included a great team of young volunteers who were seen announcing and recording 
as well as marshalling and of course taking the much enjoyed sweet refreshments round for the 
officials.  The enthusiasm and efficiency with which all our volunteers approached their roles made 
for a well-run event with a great atmosphere. 
 
Our Secretaries for our other disciplines including para-swimming, masters swimming, synchronised 
swimming, open water and water polo will shortly deliver their reports and take any questions, 
highlighting I am sure more success for Somerset members. 
 
Volunteers as always are vital to the success of aquatics in our County and it is an impossible task to 
thank every one of them individually.  The County will take every opportunity to thank our 
volunteers and we are seeing some of them recognised here today.  We have been delighted to see 
many of our volunteers voted this year as Regional Volunteers of the Month and I make no apology 
for recognising them again here today – Chris Metcalfe of Keynsham, Dave Beament of Keynsham 
(and our President Elect this year), Coleen Lewis of Taunton Deane, Erica Godfrey of Clevedon, 
Shaza Lee of Backwell, Claire Abbot of Yeovil and Alex Towells of Bridgwater.   
As we see this year’s National Volunteers Week draw to a close, we would encourage our clubs to 
remember to recognise and reward their volunteers regularly throughout the year.  A simple thank 
you is always appreciated, but don’t forget the Regional  monthly award and we are always delighted 



to include recognition or news stories about the volunteers within our county on our website at any 
time. 
 
Another way the County can show their appreciation and support for our clubs’ volunteers is via the 
Bursary Scheme for Level 1 or Level 2 qualifications in all disciplines, in partnership with the 
Region.  This year 22 bursary awards were made. 
 
At the time of writing this report, the Committee still have a vacancy for Volunteer Coordinator.  
With supporting volunteering being high on the Region’s Agenda for this year it is vital that we fill 
this role as quickly as possible and I would urge clubs to speak to their own Volunteer Coordinators 
to encourage them to step forward and/or to promote heavily within their clubs. 
 
The County Pathway Programme is again running this year, building and learning from the success 
of the programme over the last two years.  New to the Lead Coach role this year is James Clarke 
from Millfield.  We are delighted that James was able to take on this role and the first camp proved 
what an asset he will be to the team.  Whilst the camp obviously provides a great opportunity to the 
36 swimmers taking part spread across 16 of our clubs, equally important is the development of 
coaching within the County.  The six skills coaches selected this year are James Gilmore (WSM), 
Kay Willcox (Norton Radstock), Marisa Taylor (Wells), Phil Reddish (Burnham on Sea), Sue Rogers 
(Backwell) and Mark Owens (Yeovil).  I was particulary pleased to note that Mark was one of our 
Young Volunteers not that long ago which speaks volumes for that programme and workforce 
development within the County.   
One disappointing aspect of the camp is the lack of take up by our club coaches and teachers of the 
opportunity to observe, free of charge, at any or all of the 3 camps.  The Lead Coach uses a wireless 
microphone so all their instructions and comments are heard clearly by all.  Those who have taken up 
this opportunity have said how valuable they found it.  It is a vital part of our development 
programme that we offer and we would encourage all clubs to promote this and ensure that their 
coaches/teachers are informed so that the key messages from Swim England with regard to coaching 
swimmers is taken back to all clubs and all swimmers will benefit. 
 
Communication is key to the success of any organisation.  John Bolton continues to ensure that 
Somerset ASA provides arguably one of the best websites and social media platforms in the aquatic 
environment.  However, the majority of the information on there is instigated by John himself.  He 
desperately would love to hear from all our clubs with their snippets or articles of news on what is 
going on within the County.  Not only is it great for the County, but the marketing potential for your 
club to spread the word of the great work you do is substantial given the number of visits our website 
gets day in day out. 
 
Finally, a personal thank you to the Associations fantastic team of officers and volunteers.  The 
amount of work they put in is incredible and the professionalism with which they do it is 
outstanding.  Somerset ASA as a result is highly respected by all who become involved with us and I 
am very proud to be associated with such an amazing team.  Thank you to all. 
 
Later in the year it will be an honour and pleasure to see our own Mike Coles installed as President 
of the Swim England South West region.  Mike has been an outstanding representative of Water 
Polo, the sport he has loved for over 40 years, and we know he will make an excellent Regional 
President who will represent Somerset and who will take every advantage of his year in office to 
promote the dark side that is Water Polo!! We wish Mike a very happy and successful Presidential 
year.  
 
Sadly this year we are losing two long standing members of our Committee, Peter Gonsalves and 
Sean O’Connor.  Peter is someone we all know and love whose commitment to the sport has been 
outstanding and unique.  There will be more about Peter later as recipient of the prestigious Wyvern 



Plate for this year, but I would like to express my personal thanks to Peter for his outstanding 
contribution over the years and support and help to me personally. 
 
Sean has been involved with aquatics for many years, supporting his daughter Siobhan, our Olympic 
medallist and World Champion.  He has worked with TeamBath AS for many years in various 
volunteer roles and has been an invaluable member of the Somerset ASA committee sharing his 
experience and knowledge gained as Siobhan progressed through the levels from grass roots to 
representing Britain.  As he steps down to be able to give more time to be there for Siobhan in the 
lead up to the Olympics in Tokyo next year, we thank him for his enthusiasm and vital input over the 
years and wish both Sean and Siobhan the very best for 2020. 
 
 
My thanks to everyone involved in whatever way, however big or small, in making Somerset ASA 
the proactive and innovative County Association that it is today, with the athletes and the 
opportunities we can offer them at the centre of our hearts. 
 
Fiona Bowen 
 
Fiona Bowen 
Secretary Somerset ASA 
 
 
  
 


