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AGM 19.1 Welcome and Apologies 
The President Colin Christmas welcomed 33 officers, delegates and guests to the meeting.  12 of 
the 31 County Clubs and Associated Organisations were represented. Standing in for the Secretary 
(Fiona Bowen), Ben Batley received apologies from 11 members and 2 clubs.  The names of these 
together with those who gave their apologies were recorded in the attendance register, which are 
appended to the original minutes.  There was no correspondence relevant to this meeting. 
 
Those present stood in a minute’s silence to show their respect in memory of Past President John 
Hamblett and friends and colleagues who passed away during the last year. 
 
AGM 19.2 Minutes 
The minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 26th May 2018 were accepted by all present 
as a true record of the meeting and were proposed by Sue Dors and seconded by Sarah Sutton.  
There were no matters arising. 
 
AGM 19.3 Proposed Constitutional Rule Changes 
The Secretary outlined the proposed changes to the Rules which had earlier been circulated and 
were on the website.  The changes being mainly cosmetic to merge the roles of Swimming and 
Competition Secretary, to change references to Swim21 to SwimMark and to change relevant 
references to ASA to Swim England. 
 
Nicky Taylor proposed the amendments to the Rules, seconded by Kay Willcox and the 
amendments were adopted by all those present. 
 
AGM 19.4 Annual Report 
Ben Batley introduced the Secretary’s Annual Report, by way of a round-up of the Association’s 
and member activities during the previous 12 months (attached).  
Fiona noted in her report that Peter Gonsalves is standing down this year after many years service 
since 1990 and thanked him for his outstanding service to the County. 
Those present thanked the Secretary for her report. 
 
AGM 19.5 Adoption of the Financial Report and Accounts 
The Treasurer’s Report and Statement of Accounts 2018-2019 (to 31st March), which had been 
audited on 16th May 2019, had been circulated (attached). The members unanimously agreed the 
report and accounts, proposed by Ben Batley and seconded by Sue Dors. 
 
AGM 19.6 Adoption of the Development Plan 2019-20 
Bne Batley, on behalf of the Development Officer outlined the Development Plan for the year 
(attached) with over £17,000 of investment available to the clubs.  It was proposed by Kelly Podbury 
and seconded by Pat Pusill and unanimously agreed.   
 
AGM 19.7 Technical Secretaries (verbal reports) 
Technical Committee Secretaries gave an overview of their sections through a question and answer 
session for the benefit of members.  Reports received from the Technical Secretaries are attached.   
 
AGM 19.8 Presentation of Awards 
19.8.1 Aquatic Competitor of the Year 2018 was awarded to Rachel Anderson, Competitive 
Swimming, acknowledging her outstanding achievements including her debut at European level 
and her selection for the World Junior Championships. 



  
19.8.2 The Wyvern Plate was awarded to Peter Gonsalves, Weston Super Mare, for his outstanding  
service since 1990 to the County in particular with regard to his services as a referee and serving 
on the Management Committee. In Pete’s absence arrangements will be made for the new 
President to present the Plate to Peter. 
 
19.8.3 The John Cooper Memorial Award for Officials was awarded to Alan Withers (Street & 
District) for outstanding service over many years to the County for officiating at all levels both indoor 
and  for open water.  In Alan’s absence the new President will arrange to present Alan with his 
award at a convenient time. 
   
19.8.4 The Somerset ASA Young Volunteer Awards 2019 were announced by Kelly Podbury and 
we were delighted to welcome Past President Sarah Sutton to present the awards.  The winner 
was Mollie Hughes for her volunteering contribution to her club Norton Radstock in a variety of roles 
and her assistance at the County Championships behind the scenes.  Runner-up was Katie-Bea 
Robinson, Burnham-on-Sea, and joint third place went to Jesscia Gerrard, Street & District and 
Peter Mould, TeamBath AS.  
 
19.8.5 A Life Membership award was awarded Graham Cockill (Street & District) for his outstanding 
and long service to the County. In Graham’s absence a suitable time will be arranged for the new 
President to present Graham with his award. 
 
19.8.6 A County Award was awarded to Neil Chambers (Wells) and Paul Chambers (Clevedon), 
for their assistance to Kelly in running the County Championships.   
A further County award was awarded to the Young Volunteer Programme in general for its success 
within the County and to recognize all the Young Volunteers who had taken part.  Erica Godfrey 
(Clevedon) and Shaza Lee (Backwell) received the award on behalf of all young volunteers over 
the years. 
 
AGM 19.9 Election of Officers 
The nominations for the County Officers and Committees were proposed by Sue Dors and 
seconded by Kay Willcox, on the Agenda as Appendix 1.  All nominations were unanimously 
approved by the membership. 
 
AGM 19.10 Retiring President 
The President Colin Christmas reflected on his year and thanked all those involved. Ben Batley 
thanked Colin on behalf of the Association for his work in promoting the County and supporting the 
clubs during his year as President.    
 
AGM 19.11 Appointment of SASA President for 2019 
Sally Plume, Burnham-on-Sea, then introduced the new President Kelly Podbury and Kelly was 
installed as President of the Association by Colin Christmas. 
 
AGM 19.12 Confirmation of SASA President Elect  
The President Elect for 2019 was confirmed as Dave Beament, Keynsham.  Dave introduced 
himself to those present and his appointment was unanimously welcomed.  The President for 2021 
will be nominated by the Management Committee. 
 
AGM 19.13 Elections, nominations and appointments to SE South West Region / Swim 
England  
The nominations of County Elected Representatives to the SE SW and Swim England Council were 
proposed by Ben Batley and seconded by Sarah Sutton, listed on the Agenda as Appendix 2.  This 
was unanimously approved by the membership. 
 
AGM 19.14 Swim England South West and County matters relevant to the meeting 
Sue Dors reminded those present to promote the Regional and National Awards 2019 to their clubs 
in terms of the amazing volunteers we have in the County and to get their nominations in. 
The Region are to interview later in June an applicant for the role of Chairman of the SWSE 
Region. 
 



AGM 19.15 Any other business 
Various clubs welcomed the President to her role and invited her to visit their clubs during his year 
in office. 
 
AGM 19.16 Date of the next AGM 
TBA during May 2020 – Venue to be confirmed through Keynsham Swimming Club. 
 
At the conclusion of the meeting at 12.22pm Kelly Podbury invited members to join her for 
refreshments, which were provided with grateful thanks to Burnham-on-Sea.  


