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Minutes 

 
AGM 17.1 Welcome and Apologies 
The President Paul Sartain welcomed 31 officers, delegates and guests to the meeting including 
Sue Dors, President of the ASA South West Region and David Flack, Chairman of the ASA South 
West Region.  13 of the 32 County Clubs and Associated Organisations were represented.  The 
Secretary, Fiona Bowen, received apologies from 13 members and 3 clubs, details of which are 
appended to the original minutes.  The names of these together with those who gave their apologies 
were recorded in the attendance register, which are appended to the original minutes.  There was 
no correspondence relevant to this meeting. 
 
Those present stood in a minutes silence to show their support for the victims of the Manchester 
Arena attack. 
 
The President and all members present wished Past President John Hamblett all the very best on 
the occasion of his 88th birthday.   
 
AGM 17.2 Minutes 
The minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 21st May 2016 were accepted as a true record 
of the meeting and were proposed by John Hamblett and seconded by Sue Dors.  There were no 
matters arising. 
 
AGM 17.3 Proposed Constitutional Rule Changes 
The Secretary outlined the proposed changes to the Rules which had earlier been circulated and 
were on the website.  There was one amendment to show the correct name for TeamBath AS, 
upon which the Rule changes were proposed by Sue Dors and seconded by Rosemary Johnson 
and adopted unanimously. 
 
AGM 17.4 Annual Report 
The Secretary introduced her Annual Report, by way of a round-up of the Association’s and 
member activities during the previous 12 months (attached). Proposed by Mike Coles and 
seconded by Kelly Podbury and unanimously adopted. 
 
AGM 17.5 Adoption of the Financial Report and Accounts 
The Treasurer’s Report and Statement of Accounts 2016-2017 (to 31st March), which had been 
audited on 11th May 2017, had been circulated (attached). The members unanimously agreed the 
report and accounts, proposed by Graham Cockill and seconded by Rosemary Johnson – adopted 
unanimously. 
 
Kelly Podbury presented the report on behalf of Ray Warren, highlighting the current healthy state 
of the County finances, despite the anomaly of particularly high expenditure showing against this 
years County Championships, the reason for which was explained in Ray’s report.    
 
AGM 17.6 Adoption of the Development Plan 2017-18 
The Development Officer outlined the Development Plan for the year (attached), proposed by lKelly 
Podbury and seconded by Sue Dors – unanimously agreed.  
 
AGM 17.7 Technical Secretaries (verbal reports) 
Technical Committee Secretaries gave an overview of their sections through a question and answer 
session for the benefit of members noting, in addition to the Secretary’s Annual Report: 



• A request to the clubs to ensure that times are submitted for the Development Meet, 
emphasising also that this Meet is NOT intended as a County qualifying meet, but to give 
opportunities to swimmers to obtain ranked times 

• That the revised age groupings for OW approved by the AGM last year had worked very 
well 

• A request was made by Sue Dors (Chair of the ASA SWR Open Water Committee) to those 
present to advise the Secretary if they know of any canoe clubs who may be able to assist 
at the OW Championships 

• A new initiative through MARLENS (based at Clevedon Marine Lake) and the CSP to 
promote the positive aspects of open water swimming on mental health 

• That Somerset Masters swimmers will be competing at both the British Championships and 
the World Championships in Budapest 

• The date for our own Masters Championships still to be set 
• Discussion around how to attract more Masters swimmers to represent Somerset – to be 

taken to MC meeting in September 
• Concern over the lack of referee training for WP officials (GC to take to the Region to 

escalate) 
• Appreciation from WP for the financial support from Somerset ASA during a difficult time 

with national funding cut 
• Taster events being run for Synchronised swimming including a boys only session  
• A need as always for clubs to encourage more volunteers to train as officials 
• A vote of thanks to John Bolton for the excellent and comprehensive coverage on the 

Association’s website 
• A reminder to Clubs to review their Constitution and Rules to ensure they were fit for 

purpose, particularly if they are using internet banking 
 
Reports received from the Technical Secretaries are attached.  The President thanked all Technical 
Secretaries for their comprehensive reports. 
 
AGM 17.8 Presentation of Awards 
17.8.1 Aquatic Competitor of the Year 2016 was awarded jointly to James Guy and Siobhan-Marie 
O’Connor whose achievements at the Rio Olympics 2016 were highlighted. They were unable to 
attend the meeting due to other commitments.  Alyson Bashford will arrange present the trophy to 
them both on a suitable occasion during her year. 
  
17.8.2 The Wyvern Plate was awarded to Graham Cockill, Street & District, for his long service 
over many years to the County in particular with regard to officiating and training of officials. 
 
17.8.3 The John Cooper Memorial Award for Officials was awarded to Les Debenham  for 
outstanding service over many years to the County for Open Water swimming and officiating. 
   
17.8.4 The Somerset ASA Young Volunteer Awards 2016 were announced by Kelly Podbury on 
behalf of Past President Sarah Pusill and the trophy presented by the President to the County 
Young Volunteer Libby Aldridge, Taunton Deane.  Runner-up was Grace Cook, Bath Dolphin, and 
third place went to Evan King, Weston Super Mare.  There were 5 nominations from across the 
County.  In addition to the trophy all recipients were presented with certificates.  The President 
presented Nominees Elliot Lewis (Norton Radstock) and Georgia Vause (Norton Radstock) with 
their certificates and Alyson Bashford will visit any nominees not attending at their clubs to present 
their certificates. 
 
17.8.5 A Life Membership award was awarded to Alan Withers for his outstanding and long service 
to the County.  Alan was very disappointed not to be able to attend due to the Open Water 
Development day which had been booked prior to the AGM date being announced.  Alyson 
Bashford will present the award to Alan at the earliest opportunity. 
 
17.8.6 A County Award was awarded to Philippa O’Grady, Wincanton, in recognition of her 
contribution to Masters Swimming within the County.  Philippa was unable to attend so this award 
will be presented to Philippa by Masters Secretary Rosemary Johnson. 
A further County award was awarded to Simon Tomlinson (Taunton Deane) for his contribution to 
Water Polo within the County.  Simon was unable to attend, so Alyson Bashford will make 
arrangements to present the award to Simon. 



 
AGM 17.9 Election of Officers 
The nominations for the County Officers and Committees were as proposed by Graham Cockill and 
seconded by Kelly Podbury, as listed on the Agenda as Appendix 1 with one amendment in that 
Stacey Vickery was amended to Stacey Millett following her recent marriage.  All nominations were 
unanimously approved by the membership with thanks given for their service to the County led by 
Past President John Hamblett who acknowledged the hard work by all.   
 
AGM 17.10 Retiring President, President and President Elect 
The President Paul Sartain thanked everyone and in particular his officers for the support he had 
received during his year in office. He mentioned how proud he was of the work done by the County 
in supporting the Clubs and their volunteers and how the County is recognised for its “forward 
thinking”.  Fiona Bowen thanked Paul on behalf of the Association for his enthusiasm and the 
contribution he had made during the past year as President.    
 
AGM 17.11 Appointment of SASA President for 2017 
Charles Greenow, Taunton Deane, then introduced the new President Alyson Bashford, 
highlighting her contribution to synchronised swimming and her passion and enthusiasm for the 
sport which has been evidenced by the development of Synchronised Swimming not just at Taunton 
Deane but within the County, and not least by the introduction of County Championships under her 
leadership.  Alyson was installed as President of the Association by Paul Sartain. 
Clubs and members present gave greetings and welcomed the new President, inviting her to their 
clubs during his year. 
 
AGM 17.12 Confirmation of SASA President Elect  
The President Elect for 2018 was confirmed as Colin Christmas, Minehead & West Somerset 
District.  Carol Pearse, on behalf of Minehead, briefly summarised the many roles that Colin has 
had over the years and the experience he will bring to the post.  His appointment was unanimously 
welcomed by those present.  The President for 2019 will be nominated by the Management 
Commitee. 
 
AGM 17.13 Elections, nominations and appointments to ASA SW Region / ASA  
The nominations of County Elected Representatives to the ASA SWR and ASA Council had been 
proposed by Paul Sartain and seconded by Fiona Bowen as listed on the Agenda as Appendix 2.  
This was unanimously approved by the membership. 
 
AGM 17.14 ASA SWR and County matters relevant to the meeting 
David Flack, Chairman of the ASA SW Regional Board, congratulated Alyson on her new 
appointment as President and praised the Management Committee and members of Somerset 
ASA for the hard work they are doing and talked about his pride in being a member of the 
Association through his club at Bridgwater. 
He went on to explain briefly the intentions for the ASA to become incorporated at their Annual 
Council in October. He highlighted the fact this would have little impact on members, apart from 
changes at Board level. 
He also explained to the membership the rebranding the ASA had recently undertaken, with the 
ASA remaining as the trading name of the Association, but with Swim England as the branding 
name. Information will be coming out to Counties and Clubs regarding becoming Swim England 
affiliated Counties or Clubs. 
David welcomed the investment by the Region in personnel following recent changes, introducing 
the new members of the team who will be there to give support to the Counties and Clubs.  
Finally, he again emphasised the importance of our volunteers and how essential it is for Clubs and 
Counties to focus on recruitment and retention of volunteers for the future.  Following on from this 
Sue Dors advised members that the Region will be announcing that they are to be part of the new 
national volunteer recognition scheme to be launched on the 1st June.  The Region’s categories will 
include those for Young Volunteer, Teacher, Coach and Long Service and she asked those present 
to encourage their clubs to support this initiative and nominate, highlighting the importance to 
consider how to word the nomination.  Nicky Vause, Norton Radstock, also commented that this 
would coincide with National Volunteers Week and encouraged clubs to highlight the work done by 
their volunteers during 1st to 7th June.   



 
AGM 17.15 Any other business 
Ilaria BrandBrandimarte, TeamBath Synchro Club advised those present that her club is working 
with Jol Finck and the swimmers at the National Centre in Bath to use techniques from 
synchronised swimming to help develop competitive swimmers’ skills and she was happy to work 
with any Somerset clubs wishing to do the same. 
 
 
AGM 17.16 Date of the next AGM 
TBA during May 2018 – Venue to be confirmed through Minehead & West Somerset District 
Swimming Club. 
 
At the conclusion of the meeting at 1pm Alyson Bashford invited members to join him for 
refreshments, which were provided with grateful thanks to Taunton Deane.  


