
SOMERSET ASA 
 

113th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2015 
 

Saturday 16th May 2015 at the Wardroom, HMS Heron,  
Royal Naval Air Station Yeovilton 

Minutes 
 
The President Mike Coles welcomed 34 officers, delegates and guests to the meeting.  12 of the 
30 County Clubs and Associated Organisations were represented.  The names of these together 
with those who gave their apologies were recorded in the attendance register, which are 
appended to the original minutes.     
 
AGM 15.1 Minutes 

The minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 31
st
 May 2014 were accepted as a true 

record of the meeting having been proposed by Alan Withers and seconded by Sue Dors.  There 
were no matters arising. 
 
AGM 15.2 Apologies and Correspondence 
The Secretary, Ben Batley, received apologies from 15 members and 4 clubs, details of which are 
appended to the original minutes.  There was no correspondence relevant to this meeting. 
 
AGM 15.3 Annual Report 

The Secretary introduced his ‘Secretary’s Notes’ by way of a round-up of the Association’s and 
member activities during the previous 12 months (attached).  Proposed by John Sutton and 
seconded by Les Debenham – adopted unanimously. 
 
Technical Committee Secretaries gave an overview of their sections through a question and 
answer session for the benefit of members noting, in addition to the ‘Secretary’s Notes’, there 
would not be a 10km open water swim this year due to lack of entries; organizational changes in 
disability swimming; the Somerset Senior Water Polo Team had achieved 2

nd
 place in the 2014 

Inter-County competition held in November, and that water polo at Chard had been well received.  
A discussion took place as to the lack of older age groups in masters swimming.   
 
Clubs were reminded to review Constitution and Rules to ensure they were fit for purpose. 

 
AGM 15.4 Adoption of the Financial Report and Accounts 

The Treasurer’s Report and Statement of Accounts 2014-2015 (to 31
st
 March), which had been 

audited on 12
th
 May 2015, had been circulated (attached).  The members unanimously agreed 

the report and accounts, noting there would be no rise in the affiliation fee for the ensuing year, 
proposed by Pete Gonsalves and seconded by Fiona Bowen – adopted unanimously. 
 
The Treasurer explained difficulties in managing the accounts now that Lloyds Bank had closed in 
Frome, whereas HSBC was still in the town along with the option of internet banking.  Les 
Debenham proposed, seconded by Sue Dors that, the Association bank accounts be transferred 
to HSBC, Frome and that the Treasurer be allowed to operate accounts through electronic means 
– unanimously adopted. 
 
The Development Officer outlined the Development Plan for the year (attached), proposed by 
Sue Dors and seconded by Sue Woolley – unanimously agreed.  
 
AGM 15.5 Presentation of Awards 
15.5.1 The Somerset ASA Young Volunteer Awards 2013 were announced on behalf of Past 
President Sarah Pusill and trophy presented to the County Young Volunteer Sam Church, Norton 
Radstock.  Runner-up was Nathan Clarke, Burnham on Sea, and in equal third place Tessa 
Down, Chard & District and George Symonds, Clevedon.  There had been a record 16 
nominations from across the County.  In addition to the trophy all recipients were presented with 
certificates, gift vouchers and an ASA Handbook.  All nominees were also sent certificates 
through their club secretaries. 



15.5.2 Swimmer of the Year 2014 was awarded to Siobhan-Marie O’Connor, University of Bath, 
whose achievements in particular at the Commonwealth Games during 2014 were highlighted.  
The ASA South West Region President Chris Elliott presented the Regional Trophy to Les 
Debenham for him to take with the County Award to present them both to Siobhan-Marie on a 
suitable occasion during his year. 
15.5.3 The Wyvern Plate was awarded to Albert Yap, Taunton Deane Swimming, for his service 
over several years to the County as Swimming Meet Manager. 
15.5.4 Life Membership and the inaugural John Cooper Memorial Award for Officials was 
awarded to Rosemary Johnson for her long and able service to the County in Masters swimming 
and officiating. 
 
AGM 15.6 Election of Officers 
The nominations for the County Officers and Committees proposed by Mike Coles and seconded 
by Les Debenham as listed on the Agenda as Appendix 1 with one amendment in that Kelly 
Podbury would be known as the Competition Secretary (Swimming), was unanimously approved 
by the membership with thanks given for their service to the County led by Ben Batley.     
 
AGM 15.7 Retiring President, President and President Elect 
15.7.1 The President Mike Coles thanked everyone and in particular his officers for the support 
he and Joy had received during his year in office and for the many guests who attended his 
President’s Dinner during April in Weston Super Mare.  Sue Dors thanked Mike and Joy on behalf 
of the Association for the contribution they had made during the past year.    
15.7.2 Will Penkman, Chair of Heron Swim Team Somerset then introduced Les Debenham 
focusing on his enthusiasm and hard work on behalf of open water swimming, officiating and the 
County over many years.  Les was installed as President of the Association by Mike Coles. 
15.7.3 Clubs and members present gave greetings and welcomed the new President, inviting him 
to their clubs during his year. 
15.7.4 The President Elect for 2015 was confirmed as Paul Sartain, Bath Dolphins, who’s 
swimming C.V. was detailed to the membership by Past President Phil Brake, who was 
nominated from Clubs in Area 2.  Paul thanked his club for the nomination.  His appointment was 
unanimously welcomed by those present.  The President for 2017 would be nominated by the 
Management Committee. 
 
AGM 15.8 Elections, nominations and appointments to ASA SW Region / ASA  

15.8.1 The nominations of County Elected Representatives to the ASA SWR and ASA Council as 
listed on the Agenda as Appendix 2, with one amendment – proposed by Graham Cockill and 
seconded by Ben Batley – Sue Dors as a possible representative to ASA Council in addition to 
Ray Warren.  This was unanimously approved by the membership. 
15.8.2 The members present were interested to note the ASA SWR and ASA appointments and 
add Dennis Toogood to the list as ASA Life Member having been President in 2001.    
 
AGM 15.9 ASA SWR and County matters relevant to the meeting 
There was none. 
 
AGM 15.10 Any other business 

Mike Coles proposed the banner style logo be added to the website and electronic 
communication in the same way as Association correspondence was circulated – seconded Les 
Debenham and unanimously agreed. 
 
AGM 15.11 Date of the next AGM 
TBA during May 2016 – Venue to be confirmed through Bath Dolphin SC. 
 
At the conclusion of the meeting Les Debenham invited members to join him for refreshments, 
which were provided with grateful thanks to Heron Swim Team Somerset.  


